Fernie curse explained at gallery

By YALE BELANGER
; Lothbrldgo Hornld

The yewr was 1964 when members of the Tobacco Plains Tribe made their
way to Fernie, B.C,, to take part in a curse-lifting ccremony.

Slpbbius two yens, It was here that Stebbins had the goportunity lo view some
of the photos MacGregor had collected about the curs, eventuntly offering her
a residency in Lethbridge (o allow MacGregor time tafurther develop her-pro-
Ject, ‘ ‘ '

Legend has it that a curse was placed on the town by the
dispossessed Kootenai people after William Fernié tricked
“the people into showing him.here the area’s coal
" deposits were lochted by promising to marry the chicf's
daughter.

It’s safc to assume the marringe never took place and
the Indians' fenr of a conl wine being constructed on their
land came to friition. It was from this point on that the
town of Fernic became the site of successive mining dis-
asters, massive floods and firés due, supposedly, to the
curse.

‘This samic story is onc that Calgary-born artist Gwen
MacGregor used to hear each summer as a child vacation-.
ing with hier parenls at the family coltage at Rosen Lake
. just outside of Fernie,

. However, it wouldn't be until more than 25 years later
that MacGregor would have the opportunity to explore the
legend in a morc serious fashion, '

The result ofher research js entitled Fold it up and put it
away: Fernie's Curse, a multi-media’exhibit now showing
at the Southern Alberta Art Gullery through Jan. 18,

“Smovery familiar with that drive through the
Crowsncsl Pass and 1 know the area’very well. 1've knowan
about the curse and I’ve had 1his {dea for a long time,"’
MacGregor says.

The exhibit is a combination of video, including footage
ol the curse-lifling ceremony shot by her grandmother back in 1964, as well as
the voices of the people involved with Lifting the curse, .

"HERALD P1KOTO BY DAVID ROSSITER
PART OF .EXHIBIT: Southern Alberia Art -she says has more than one interpetation,
Gallery's Anina Vonkeman gives pairons a
new look al Gwen MacGregor's exhibil,

Durlng hier stay in Lethbridge MacGregor took some
time to research old newspapers books and archlves for
information on the curse, ) _

In addition, she visited the Toaceo Plains band office
and-alter plenty of time spent spaking with various’
members of the tribe who were avolved with the ceremo-
ny and accumulating ancedotes,she had the inlormation
she needed to finish her work, = o ¢

“'Joan encouraged me with th residency and thal gave
me the time I needed 1o contact 1e people and to build

- rust about what 1 was doing ancwhat [ was Jooking
- for,”" MacGregor says, L

* MacGregor’s exhibit ts being own in conjunction
with that of Rhodesia-born artislRegan Mortis, whose -
cxhibit MOAT also runs to Jan, 8. This is pmtof
SAAG's mandale to bring Canadan talent right to Leth-
Lridge, something MacGregor ispleased about,

**The Southermn Alberta Art Gllery has n good reputa-
tion across the country and it is cen as a ploce to come.
It's quite presliglous,” she says,

Another aspect about showingFernie’s Curse is it gives
MacGregor the opportunity 1o tel her version ol a story.
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*“There isn’t one version; thereire many versions (o this
stary. That's the whole point of tI2 picce, ot to over-
siowplify the story and realize thuicveryone has their own
) version of the events,’” she says. :
Beginning Jon. 24 and rurining wil March 8, SAA¢ will be presenting the

What got the project under way was a yisit to Toronto by SAAG curator Joan  work of Susan Shantz and David Marriti.




